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FORWARD
Throughout their life together, Sidney and Violet Cox used their gift of music to share
with and minister to literally thousands of people. Their vocal duets were used to
supplement their ministry of preaching and teaching in many different venues.
In their early adult years, they were considered extraordinary vocalists. Both had trained
as soloists and they performed separately to many large congregations of Salvation Army
officers and followers. As the years went by, they ceased performing as soloists, but
instead continued to offer simple, vocal duet renditions of Sidney’s compositions.
Their purpose in singing together was not the “performance,” but to share the simple
message of God’s love. They did not sing in large settings to large congregations, but in
small preaching, teaching and devotional settings to small groups of people. The song
performed was almost always accompanied by a few spoken words about the story
behind the song and the message of the song.
The simplicity of their presentation was symbolized by the music accompaniment which
they used. They used no complicated scores or musical arrangements. They did not need
the services of talented pianists or organists. They only used the gentle sounds of
Sidney’s trademark concertina. They never referred to written scores or lyrics – it all
flowed from their heart.
Sidney used his composition skills in one unique way – when invited to preach or teach,
he would often compose a brief chorus especially for the group who invited him. He and
Violet would introduce and teach the chorus to that congregation and by doing so,
enabled the attendees to leave with a personal identification to that particular
composition.

Leading a service in early 1942.
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Circa mid-1950s – traveling to another meeting with concertina
These duet renditions were all but lost to posterity when in 2009, I found an old audio
cassette among my grandfather’s personal effects on which Sidney had written, “Old
Duet Music.” What I found was a set of six recorded duets which had become extremely
compromised by the passage of almost 50 years. They had all been recorded late in
Violet’s life. She died in 1967. With some tedious audio work, including some
professional assistance, I was able to resurrect these audios to their current condition –
not perfect, but very precious.

J. Douglas Cox, grandson of Sidney and Violet Cox
June 6, 2009

3

INDEX
Page 5 - My Lord Knows The Way (Through The Wilderness)

Page 7 - Far Off, Made Nigh

Page 8 - I Will Sing Of The Mercies Of The Lord Forever

Page 10 - There Will Always Be Grace Enough

Page 12 - In The Twinkling Of An Eye

Page 14 - I Am Amazed

4

My Lord Knows The Way
(Through The Wilderness)
Words and Music: Sidney E. Cox
Well, it was nice to be with you this morning and I’m hoping that the Lord will give you
some blessing tonight. I mentioned this morning, don’t look to me for it because I haven’t
got it, but He has. So you look to him, will you? And if you do, you will find that God is
on the giving hand. It doesn’t depend on the speaker at all. It’s marvelous how the Lord
can give blessing in the most unusual way.
Just before we bring our message tonight, we’re going to sing for you a little chorus that
we wrote – we’ve been writing songs for a good many years, and some of them you know
probably quite well.
Let me give you the words to one of them, and then just the moment that you recognize
it, or if you do, put your hand up. And if you don’t put your hand up, I’ll know something
about you. I don’t want you to put your hand up if you don’t recognize the hymn, but if
you do, I want you to put your hand up and if you don’t I’m going to tell you what I
know about you.
My Lord knows the way through the wilderness,
All I have to do is follow.
Now, we wrote that little chorus in Dallas, Texas about six years ago, seven years ago
maybe now [1950], and it’s gone all around the world. Now, the thing I was going to say
I know about you, if you don’t know that chorus, was you don’t listen to The Old
Fashioned Revival Hour, because they have that every Sunday morning. And they have
been doing it now for quite some time. But on The Old Fashioned Revival Hour they
have two choruses that they work in together, one is Heavenly Sunshine and the other is
My Lord Knows The Way Through The Wilderness. And that’s been a great blessing to
them out there.
We had a letter just a few days ago at the [Miami Bible] Institute1; Mrs. Cox, who is here
with us tonight is the Librarian down at our Miami Bible Institute, and we had a letter
from the Librarian of The Fuller Theological Seminary out in Pasadena, and he was
telling us in that letter that in a time of distress and trial and testing, that Dr. Fuller was
there at the seminary and had them sing this little chorus, My Lord Knows The Way
Through The Wilderness over and over and over again. And it’s been wonderful the way
the Lord has blessed this little chorus.
Now I’ve got the little instrument here that I wrote it on. I didn’t have a piano that night
when I wrote this little chorus, and so I brought my concertina with me because this is the
1

Sidney served on the faculty of The Miami Bible Institute from 1956 – 1960 as Professor of New
Testament.
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little instrument that we used that night when we wrote this chorus there, My Lord Knows
The Way Through The Wilderness.
And the best part of it is, I’ve got the little lady here who sang it with me first. Come on,
dear. I want you to meet Mrs. Cox. Here’s the nicest lady I know, and I want you to get to
know her. You may not have had the chance before, but you make the most of it while
you’ve got a chance, will you? Here’s the little lady who’s been hearing my songs for the
last 40 odd years. And she tells me when they’re all right, and when they’re all wrong too
sometimes.
All right, here’s the little chorus. We’ll sing it for you and then you do it with us, will
you?

Sidney’s Original Manuscript. The note at the top is in Violet’s handwriting and
says, “Written for Fort Worth Major & Mrs. Wm Johnson. 5/27/50.”
Everybody sing it with us, will you please? All together.
- - - Repeat Singing - - I remind you to listen to The Old Fashion Revival Hour next Sunday morning now. 8
O’clock, next Sunday morning.
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Far Off, Made Nigh
Words and Music: Sidney E. Cox
There is a little chorus that is entitled, Far Off, Made Nigh and of course those words
bring the scripture immediately to mind, Ephesians 2:13 – “We who sometime are afar
off have been made nigh by the blood of Christ.” We wrote this one Sunday morning
when we were going to the little Alliance church out in South Dade [Miami, Florida] and
sang it there for the first time.2 And here is a little chorus that’s traveling around here and
there and being sung by an increasing number of folks. You notice the words please and
the simplicity of it. Far Off, Made Nigh.

Sidney’s Original Manuscript

2

Sidney served on the faculty of The Miami Bible Institute from 1956 – 1960 as Professor of New
Testament. During this time, he had a close relationship with the Christian and Missionary Alliance. He
was often invited to preach and teach at their churches in the Miami area.
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I Will Sing Of The Mercies Of The Lord Forever
Words: Psalm 89:1. Music: Unknown
Editorial Note: This is the only song or chorus that I remember Sidney and Violet
Cox performing as a duo that was not composed by Sidney. As I mentioned in the
Forward, they simply did not sing as “performers,” and only sang to share Sidney’s
compositions with others as part of their Christian witness. How this particular song
made it into their repertoire, I do not know. On another occasion circa early 1960s,
Sidney mentioned in an audio recording that they had, “heard it recently at a Bible
conference.”
J. Douglas Cox, grandson of Sidney and Violet Cox. June 4, 2009.
Now, I want you to know Mrs. Cox. If you take a good look at her you’ll know why I fell
in love with her. That’s not just words either. Now you follow the music there and then
we’ll all sing it together.
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever,
I will sing, I will sing.
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever,
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord.
With my mouth will I make known,
Thy faithfulness, Thy faithfulness.
With my mouth will I make known,
Thy faithfulness to all generations.
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever,
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord.
Now sing it with us, will you? Everybody please. There’s nobody here but us so you can
sing just as loud as you want to. All right? Now, everybody.
- - - Repeat Singing - - Now you’ll notice that it begins and ends in the same way. I will sing of the mercies of
the Lord forever. I want you to sing the last, the repeat part of that, I will sing of the
mercies of the Lord forever, and then when you get to the end, instead of coming down,
you just turn yourself around and go on up, and hit a high note at the end, like this.
…of the mercies of the Lord.
Just go on up and hit the high note at the end there, will you? All right, just the last phrase
there.
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I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever,
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord.
That’s good. That’s got it. Now, sing it all the way through this time, will you? And
everybody sing it out.
- - - Repeat Singing - - That’s good. I’d like to invite you all to join the choir.
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There Will Always Be Grace Enough
Words and Music: Sidney E. Cox
……..and, we had been trying to share a little bit with them, and then as we were leaving
we said to them, “Now don’t forget, there will always be Grace enough.” Did you hear
that? “There will always be Grace enough.”
And, the little phrase stuck in our hearts and minds. As we were traveling along going
north, we made it into a song, into a chorus and it’ll be coming out in one of the
Zondervan [publishing company] books pretty soon. And it’s called just that, There Will
Always Be Grace Enough. And we’d like to sing it for you.
And if you haven’t met Mrs. Cox, I presume you all have. You’ll have to stand on this.
This is the way the little chorus goes there. Let me give you the words so you can follow
them there.
When the sky above is cloudy, and the road beneath is rough,
Just remember, there will always be grace enough.
For today and for tomorrow, with its sunshine or its sorrow,
Just remember, there will always be grace enough.
That’s right. Now that’s all. If you want to write a song, it’s just as simple as that. All you
have to do – just get the idea and make it into a song. That’s all.

Sidney’s Original Manuscript
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Do you believe it? Do you? Now that’s one of the most difficult things you’ll ever do is
to believe that there’s grace enough. That’s easy to say it. It’s another thing to do it, isn’t
it? Easy to say it. You sort of hum it will you and check yourself on those words while
we try to sing it for you again.
- - - Repeat Singing – Sidney & Violet - - Good. That’s got it. Now sing it with us, will you?
- - - Repeat Singing – Group - - Now, you’re going to hear a trio such as you have never heard before, and the reason for
that is that is hasn’t been before. There. Come on sweetheart. Yes, come on. [Sidney
selects an unsuspecting volunteer from the congregation] Come stand in between us, will
you? And you sing. There’s the words in case you want to look at them. We’ll sing, shall
we? Now you can join in too you know. All right.
- - - Repeat Singing With A Third Person - - Thank you dear.
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In The Twinkling Of An Eye
Words and Music: Sidney E. Cox
This morning we want to sing a chorus …..chorus at the Colonial Hills Church many
years ago, at least it seems many years ago.3 And it has the thought of the coming of the
Lord in it. The words are,
We shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.
When the Saviour calls His chosen ones, to meet Him in the sky.
When the angel’s voice is sounding, and the trumpet is resounding,
We shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.
If any of you want to get a copy of it, I can tell you where it’s published. I didn’t know
last week, but I do this week. It’s in the Singspiration Book #8. Singspiration #8. It’s in
that book. As a matter of fact, I think there are about 15 of my songs and choruses in that
one little book, in case you’re interested. And you may be able to get it in some book
store or other. Singspiration #8. And it’s #2 I believe in that book. So that you can get it if
you want to.
Mrs. Cox and I will try to sing it for you, and then you sing it with us if you want to. It’s
a little song that we like and we have wished many times that there were more people that
knew it and could sing it there.

3

Sidney served as the Associate Pastor of The Colonial Hills Baptist Church in Atlanta during the late
1940s.
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“We shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” And most of us can
stand all the change the Lord can give us. We certainly can.
All right. Try it with us, will you. There’s nobody here but us. Just sing it as we like. All
right.
- - - Repeat Singing - - You’re doing right well. Sing it again, will you? Just try it once more. All together.
- - - Repeat Singing - - That’s good.
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I Am Amazed
Words and Music: Sidney E. Cox
Here’s one that you don’t know so well, in fact I don’t think you’ll know it at all. It’s
traveling though, it’s amazing how far this little chorus has been and I thought maybe
you’d like it if we sang it – a chorus that you won’t know, but one of these days, you
will.4 It’s already moving, not only here in the United States but in other parts of the
world, folks are singing this little chorus. Now you listen to this one. Check up on the
“doctrine” if you like, see whether we’re on sound ground on this, will you? You listen,
catch the words of it now.

Sidney’s Original Manuscript – 3 verses as well as a chorus
4

I Am Amazed was written by Sidney Cox in Beaumont, Texas in 1950.
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You’ll hear it one of these days, and I hope you’ll like it enough to sing it. Did you catch
the words of it?
I am amazed that the Saviour should die,
For sinners like me and like you.
That we may be saved by the works He has done,
And not by the works that we do.
But it’s true. This wonderful story so old, but so new.
I am amazed that the Saviour should die,
For sinners like me and like you.
You’ll hear it one of these days and I hope when you do, that you’ll sing it and keep on
singing it, not only for yourself, but for others.
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