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THE SERMONS, LECTURES, AND SONGS OF 

SIDNEY EDWARD COX 

              

 

The Salvation Army Southern Bible Conference – Summer 1968 

Shamrock Village. Ft. Pierce, Florida 

 

Special Guests: 

Dr. John Sutherland Logan
1
 

Reverend Sidney Cox 

Colonel and Mrs. Albert Pepper
2
 

 

Highlights 

Congregation Singing – Cox Chorus, Just Sing Me a Song About Jesus 

Sermon – Colonel Albert G. Pepper, Bible Holiness – The Fullness of Salvation 

Sing-a-long of Sidney Cox Choruses 

 

 

Editorial Note: What follows are excerpts from the meetings conducted during the 

week long Salvation Army Bible Conference of 1968. Officers from throughout the 

Southern Territory all congregate for this annual camp-style conference which is a 

Salvation Army institution. 

 

Following the death in August, 1967 of his beloved wife, Violet, who had been a near 

invalid for many years, Sidney Cox was once again able to travel.  Although he was 

81 years of age, he was much in demand as a speaker and teacher, and resumed his 

extensive travel schedule.  On this occasion, he had been invited to participate as a 

special guest speaker for the duration of the conference.  

 

Sidney and Violet Cox voluntarily left the work of The Salvation Army in 1944, and 

in the summer of 1968, he had been a former officer for over 20 years; yet, he 

remained extremely close friends with the Southern Salvationists and in popular 

demand as a speaker, preacher and musician at their meetings. Many of the officers 

at the conference had been closely associated with him or had even been trained by 

him at the Army’s College for Officers Training during his Salvation Army tenure 

in Atlanta from 1928 – 1944.  

 

This occasion was an emotional reunion for him and the officers in attendance at 

this conference. 

 

                                                 
1
 Dr. Southerland was a Scottish evangelist who was president of Vennard College, a Weslyan-Holiness 

college in University Park, Iowa. He was a popular speaker at Salvation Army events such as Bible 

Conferences, Officers’ Councils and at the Army training colleges in the late 1950s and 1960s. 
2
 Colonel and Mrs. Pepper were well-known Salvation Army officers. Of note, Colonel Pepper became the 

first principal of the Brengle Holiness Institute, named for another Army icon, Colonel Samuel Logan 

Brengle. Like Brengle, Pepper became a noted teacher of the doctrine of holiness and was a personal 

witness to holy living. 
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John Douglas Cox, grandson of Sidney Cox. August, 2009. 

 

 

Cut to congregational singing of a Sidney Cox chorus: 

 

[Just sing me a song about Jesus,] 

My wonderful, wonderful, Jesus. 

Others may sing of birds on a wing, 

Of flowers that bloom in the brightness of spring, 

But if to my heart you would comfort bring, 

Just sing me a song about Jesus. 

My wonderful, wonderful, Jesus. 

 

COLONEL HARRY WARD, PRESIDING: 

If that doesn’t mellow your heart and wet your eyes, no chorus ever will.  

 

[Sidney Cox corrects Colonel Ward’s lyrics from the audience. Laughter.] 

 

Thank you. Don’t laugh at my ignorance folks, I’m very sensitive. “Just” sing me a….. 

Thank you. All right. Now, let’s sing it again. You can see why it wouldn’t have fitted in 

last night’s happy, lilting sing-song that we had. But, it’s good. It should melt our hearts. 

And the oftener we sing it, the veritable truth of its words, make our hearts swell with 

gratitude. Shall we do it, “Just” sing me a song. 

 

Just sing me a song about Jesus, 

My wonderful, wonderful, Jesus. 

Others may sing of birds on a wing, 

Of flowers that bloom in the brightness of spring, 

But if to my heart you would comfort bring, 

Just sing me a song about Jesus. 

My wonderful, wonderful, Jesus. 

 

[Editorial Note: Sidney Cox had composed this chorus especially for this conference, 

a practice that he used on many occasions. Later in 1968, during an address to the 

cadets at The Salvation Army College for Officers Training in Atlanta, he told the 

story of his writing this chorus. On that occasion, this is what he said: 

 

“I want you to sing that new chorus of mine so I can carry the 

memory of it.  You know the one; Just Sing Me A Song About Jesus.  

Do you know that?  Everybody know it?  Have you got the music for 

it there?  Fine. 

 

I want you to sing it there.  I wrote it in a hospital room in Detroit a 

couple of years ago or just a little less than that under rather unusual 

circumstances.  I only have to mention that, and some of you will 

understand what I mean.   
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But I wrote it in a hospital room there in the city of Detroit a year and 

a half or more ago, and it came to my heart there.  Because there 

comes a time, my dear, when the only name you want to hear is the 

name of Jesus.  Did you hear it?  And it will come to you too.
3
   

 

The only name that you want to hear is His name.  You don’t want to 

hear about other things.  You don’t want to hear about, “Birds on the 

wing.”  You don’t want to hear about something else.  You don’t want 

to hear about a, “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere” or something of the 

kind. 

 

And, by the way, if you’re going to a, “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere,” 

don’t look for me.  I’m not going there at all.  I know where I’m 

going, and it isn’t a, “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere.”  I’m going to a 

city that has foundations; that’s builder and maker is God, of course.  

I know where it is and I know the size of it.  I know what it’s made of.  

I know what the paving stones are made of.  I know what the gates are 

made of.  I’m not going to any “Beautiful Isle of Somewhere.”  You 

can go if you want to.  But don’t look for me when you get there.  You 

won’t find me there at all; not at all.  Now, sing this little chorus for 

me; will you?  Sing it loud.  Come on, let’s sing it loud together.” 

 

This story sheds light on the real meaning behind the chorus.] 

 

COLONEL ALBERT G. PEPPER, SPEAKER:  

[Editorial Note: Colonel and Mrs. Pepper were special guests at the conference. Of 

note, Colonel Pepper became the first principal of the Brengle Holiness Institute, 

named for another Army icon, Colonel Samuel Logan Brengle. Like Brengle, 

Pepper became a noted teacher of the doctrine of holiness and was a personal 

witness to holy living.] 

 

Our heavenly Father, we bow in thy presence with hearts filled with gratitude this 

morning for Jesus who came. We thank thee for the wonderful salvation that he brought. 

We thank you through His sacrifice that this morning we can have hearts that have been 

washed by the blood of the lamb. And so this morning we come saying thank you dear 

Jesus for coming. We say thank you dear God for sending Jesus to us. We pray that this 

morning that he shall be very near to every heart and it’ll be thus sayeth the Lord to my 

heart and to my comrade’s hearts. In Jesus dear name. Amen. 

 

Now when you were speaking about all the Corps that you have here, you might be 

surprised, and I think I’m almost correct, that St. Petersburg has the largest delegation of 

                                                 
3
 Sidney Cox is referring here to the death of his beloved wife, Violet in August, 1967.  He loved her in a 

most remarkable way and often professed his love for her publicly.  Upon her death, his family, friends and 

comrades naturally tried to console him.  In his grief, this theme and these thoughts came to his mind, “Just 

sing me a song about Jesus.” 
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any Corps around here. Am I right? All of you St. Pete folks stand up, you’d be surprised 

how many there are from St. Petersburg here. Just take a look at that crowd, would you – 

way at the back and all the rest. Isn’t that lovely, there they are. Isn’t that right? The 

largest delegation that we have. And they didn’t come to hear me preach too, they came 

to pray for me. They’re a great crowd.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our territorial leaders and Colonel and Mrs. 

Ward for allowing me to be here this week. This has been a very precious week to me. 

And then I would like to thank Dr. Logan for his lovely messages of inspiration and 

blessing. What can I say about our dear friend, Reverend Cox. Well, the great God man 

and the wonderful way you brought him to us, I shall always think about those lovely 

words you said to us. How that he spoke to my heart and I think he spoke to many of our 

hearts. And then to every person here who’s made such a lovely contribution to my life 

this week. I’d like to thank the young people. There’ve been some wonderful young 

people here this week that have helped me. They’re here this morning, some of them. 

And I thank you so much and say may God come near to you.  

 

Now this morning, I’ve chosen to finish up the week with my subject, and I think that 

you looked at the notes back there and said, “Well, isn’t it too bad that it’s the doctrine 

lesson because we’ve all had it.” But, I thought it would be well because of the questions 

that have come about and the way that people have been asking questions that we might 

talk to each other this morning about this lovely experience of, “full salvation” or the 

“blessing of the clean heart” or whatever title that you want to really call it by. But the 

important thing is that our hearts have been made right in the sight of God. That’s the 

important thing.  

 

Many times they come and they say, “Well how can we tell our people about this? How 

can we get the message across?” Well, I’m not an authority upon it, but I would like to 

say to you that I believe if we take our Bibles and really present this wonderful message 

of “full salvation” from the Bible – we’ve been talking about Bible holiness this week. I 

haven’t talked to you about Salvation Army holiness, we don’t have any other one that 

comes from the Bible, do we? Our doctrines come out of the Bible. We don’t have any 

doctrines. They come from the Bible. And so here we are talking about what we call, 

“Bible Holiness.”  

 

Now I know that in the doctrine book, we say there are four conditions , and they are: 

conviction, enunciation, consecration and faith, and we’ve all used them down through 

the years. But this morning, I would like to come to you with this thought - that we this 

morning that are here, and shall we read our scripture from the 3
rd

 chapter of the book of 

I Corinthians. I Corinthians, the 3
rd

 chapter. And I think we’ll begin with the 9
th

 verse. I 

Corinthians, the 3
rd

 chapter and the 9
th

 verse. And what a lovely setting this is.  

 

“For we are laborers together with God.” I belong to His cabinet this morning. I think 

I’ve got the best job in the world, don’t you think we have? I just think it’s absolutely 

wonderful that I’ve just been connected up with Him and I just love to be on his staff. 

Don’t you. And what a salary you get. I tell you, it’s just fabulous, isn’t it? We don’t tell 
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everybody how rich we are but we are mighty rich folks, aren’t we? My, my, my. I met a 

lovely family here this morning, and they have their son. And I said, “Oh my, you’re rich. 

You’re rich.” Well, we’re the sons and daughters of God. We belong to the King of 

kings. We’re laborers together with God.  

 

“Ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building, according to the grace of God which is 

given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth 

thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundations 

can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this 

foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble….” Here we are again, 

Reverend Cox, “Every man’s work shall be made manifest; for they shall declare it, 

because it shall be revealed by the fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what 

sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a 

reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be 

saved; yet so as by fire.” 16
th

 verse, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that 

the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”
4
  

 

I want to say something to you about that this morning, how God has so wonderfully 

made us and said to us, “Now you are my abiding place.” We are the temple of God. It’s 

a wonderful thing, isn’t it? I don’t know if you see, perhaps most of you have seen some 

of the great temples of the world. Everywhere you go, you see these great, wonderful 

temples. But there is no temple that you’ve ever looked upon that’s as wonderful as the 

temple that contains the spirit of God. “Ye are the temple of the living God.” You are. 

 

Now someone says to me, what do you mean by that when you’re talking us being 

temple? Well now according to the Word of God it says, “If the Spirit of God is in you.” 

Now we need to be not only be temples that go around, but we need to be people that are 

filled with God’s spirit - men and women who are filled with God’s spirit. We have over 

in the book of Ephesians 5;18, “Be not drunk with wine, but be filled with the spirit.” It’s 

so important that God’s children are filled with the spirit. And so we come into this 

thought, wholeness of heart and we would think to our self, well now how am I to come 

into this, how to I get this lovely experience of a fullness of the spirit of God?  

 

Well, I think first of all we all know that we were born by the spirit of God, were born 

again by the spirit. And some people try to come into the experience of full salvation 

before they are born again. Now that’s an impossible thing. The most impossible thing in 

the world. And then there’s many people that go around and they pass through many 

years of their life, never been born again. We have some wonderful people in our 

audience this morning, brother and sister _____. I wished you knew them as I know 

them, loved them as I love them. They come from Flint.  

 

When I was stationed in that lovely city, one day Mrs. Pepper and I came from our 

visitation at 4 o’clock in the afternoon and the telephone rang and a lovely lady said, 

“Major, would it be possible for you to come over to the house and see us.” I said, “Yes, 

we could come. You want us to come now, or could we wait and have our dinner?” “Oh,” 

                                                 
4
 I Corinthians 3:9-16. 
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she said, “It would be quite all right to wait until you’ve had your dinner.” After we’d 

had our dinner, we went to the place. We were met by this lovely lady, 65 years of age I 

would think, husband about 70, and she said, “You know I’ve got to talk to you. I’ve got 

to talk to my Corps officer.” She said, “You know that I have been attending The 

Salvation Army for 40 years of my life. You know my folks, they play in the band and 

they would play the organs and pianos, and you know all about them.”  But she said, 

“You know this afternoon, as I sit in the quiet of my home, I discovered I’ve never come 

into fellowship with Jesus. I’ve never been saved. Never been saved. I go home and I 

listen, and I’ve been listening to the holiness and I’ve been listening to salvation and all 

my life,” but said, “I’ve never been saved.” But she said, “I’m about ready to meet God 

this afternoon. God came and spoke to me and I’ve asked you to come and help me.” 

Never forget. I opened my book and how I depended upon the Word of God that she 

might be born by the Word, born by the Word. 

 

And slowly and carefully I tried to talk about the plan, God’s great plan, how Jesus came. 

How he gave himself that we might be redeemed from sin. And it was necessary that we 

repent and ask God to forgive us so there’d be no unforgiven sin in our lives. And I 

turned to her, and I said, “You think now that you’re ready for that?” She said, “Oh, I’m 

ready. I’m so ready.” So we knelt by a lounge, a couch or whatever you call it - 

davenport. We were kneeling there for just a moment of silent prayer. I said, “Mrs. 

Pepper, will you pray?” Mrs. Pepper started to pray and she knew how to get to Heaven, 

she knew how to reach through to God. She’s there this morning. And you know she 

began to pray, and asking God to come and forgive this dear woman of all the things she 

had committed and omitted all of her life. Right in the middle of the prayer, she said, 

“Stop, Mrs. Pepper. Stop!” she said. It might have been frightening, but wasn’t to us. We 

looked at her and she said, “All right. He’s forgiven me. God, I am saved!” Right then 

and there. And I said, “Now, don’t you think it would be wonderful if we just stop and 

we just thank God. Thank Jesus for coming and thank Him for saving you.” She said, 

“I’d like to do that.” I said, “You’re the person to do it.” And she looked up into the face 

of God and said, “I think you, Lord. I thank you, Lord. My sins are forgiven, I’m a child 

of God!” I was on my knees and a crept over on my knees and put my arm around her 

husband and I said, “Dad, what about you?” He said, “No, no, Major. I’ve never been 

saved either.” I said, “Don’t you think Jesus could forgive you?” He said, “I believe He 

could.”  

 

I tell you, I don’t know whether he wept the most tears or I did, but we wept before Jesus. 

In a few minutes, he said, “I think the work is done. I think it’s done.” We sat there for a 

little while and talked. I didn’t see them for a few days, but I saw them. They came to the 

Sunday morning meeting and we had their place. Oh, they looked different somehow. 

“How are you,” I said, “this morning?” He pulled me close to his side and said, “I want to 

tell you something.” And he said, “After you left,” he said, “I had a lot of things that I 

had to gather up together up on the shelf and down in little places and all around.” He 

said, “I got them all together.” He said, “I walked right out by the garage.” He said, “And 

I stuck them into the garbage can.” He said, “I’ve got on without them ever since!” You 

don’t have to tell people what to give up. God will tell them, don’t you think so? Oh I 



 

E:\Sidney Cox Library Project\Subject Folders\Southern Bible Conference with Sid Cox. 

1968 Ft Pierce, Florida\CD 68-11 - Southern Bible Conference 1968..doc 

7 

say, there is a danger in coming and worshiping and being in worship, let’s put it that 

way, and never having our sins forgiven.  

 

Is there anybody like that here this morning? Young or old? Well now, we come to this 

subject, you know that you are the temple of the Holy Ghost, if the Holy Spirit dwell 

within you. How am I to get this experience? I must want this, and I’m going to use the 

word, “aspire.” I’m going to “aspire!” A lot of people have aspirations for many things. 

Never had aspirations to be great, but I had an aspiration from God to be holy. Oh, I’d 

like to be right in my heart. And you know, aspiration brings us to the place where there 

is a hunger after this experience. We find that in the book of Matthew and we look at it 

and we see there in that beautiful scripture in Matthew 5:6, “Blessed are those that hunger 

and thirst after righteousness. They shall be filled.” So we aspire to come to the place 

where this righteousness of God can be in our heart. And then the psalmist, he puts it like 

this, “As the heart panteth after the water brooks, so my soul panteth after Thee.”
5
 I want 

something from God! I want something from God.  

 

You know, you’ll never be holy if you don’t want to be holy. You’ll never have 

wholeness of heart unless you really want to aspire to the place where that you can really 

come up to where God can do something for you. I know that our book says, it’s a 

conviction, and it is a definite conviction. But, we’re using the word, “aspiration,” “I 

aspire to have the blessing.”  

 

Let’s come to the next thought – what else do I need to do? I need to acknowledge. I turn 

my Bible now to that prayer of David. He said, “I acknowledge my transgression.” He 

said, “My sin is ever before me. I acknowledge that I need, I need something that I do not 

have. I know I’m saved, but oh God, I’m not one that is filled with the Holy Ghost. My 

heart has never been made clean. If I was, I wouldn’t do these things! Paul said, “When I 

would do good, evil is present with me.” And he said, “Oh Lord. Oh Lord,” he looked up 

and said, “Who can help me?” He said, “This dead body, that’s sort of fastened to me. I 

don’t know what to do about it so far. I acknowledge, oh I acknowledge,” he said, “my 

transgressions.” He said, “I know it’s there. I know it’s there.”  

 

Then when we do acknowledge it, I think the next thing we have to be willing is to 

abandon all that we know is against God. I think some of you have heard me say that 

when I was a young captain, oh I was such a clever captain. I used to go into those 

meetings and I used to tell people what they had to give up and where they’d ought to go 

and where they shouldn’t go.  And they used to look at me and tell me in their minds, 

“We wish you would go!” You know all of that? Yes, I was clever. One day, one day, 

one day it broke through upon my soul, that if I would hold up Jesus, He’d help me.  

 

And so this morning, I’m not here to tell you what you have to abandon, but I’m going to 

turn my Bible and just say this to you, that first chapter, that 12
th

 chapter of Hebrews, in 

the first verse, it said, “Now let us lay aside every weight and the sin.” Don’t get away 

from that. “The sin. Let us lay aside every weight and the sin.” There is “the sin.” It’s in 

the heart that calls us to do what we don’t want to do. We call it, “Inborn sin.” We call it, 

                                                 
5
 Psalm 42:1. 
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“Inbred sin.” Somebody said, “What’s that?” We’ve been talking about it all week. When 

our forefathers sinned there in The Garden of Eden, came down through the ages, 

_______! We were born in sin. Sin was in our heart. Not to blame, because we we’re 

born that way. Not to blame.  

 

I have a lovely friend. She was on my staff. One day, she came to me. She said, “Colonel, 

it’s very important that I go and see Dr. ________,” a very special friend ours, doctor. 

And she said, “I’ve got to go and see him.” She’s got trouble back here. And she arrived 

at his office, he said, “Indeed, you have trouble. You have two impacted teeth, one on 

each side.” Now, he said, “You can have a choice. You can leave those in there and let 

them decay and go all through your system, and you can become all crippled up with 

arthritis and everything else. Or, you can have them removed.” He said, “It will cost you 

something to have them removed.” He wasn’t talking about dollars and cents either. He 

could charge if he had to. But anyway. You know what she did, she went back and she 

submitted. She submitted, gave herself over and he went in there, and he opened that up 

and he took out those impacted teeth and closed them up, fix it up. Now we said, “You’ll 

discover this, that there’ll nothing be there to rot and go through all of your bloodstream. 

It’s taken out. Now, she wasn’t to blame because she was born with those impacted teeth. 

People are not to blame when they have those. But if you let them stay, when you know 

they’re there and they’re going to damage and cause you problems, trouble, all through 

your _______ you’re to blame.  

 

You’re not to blame because you were born with inbred, inborn sin, but I come to tell you 

this morning there is a remedy for that. And I’m not going to tell you to cover it up either. 

Lot of people say you hold down, you press it. You don’t do anything of the kind. I want 

to be honest with you and with God, and the Word of God. And my Bible tells me, in this 

wonderful Bible that I’ve got, and you’ve got one just like it. I John 3:8, “For this 

purpose was the son of man,” Jesus, the Savior, why did he come? “For this purpose was 

the son of man manifested that he might destroy the works of the devil.” Now God 

doesn’t come here, no he doesn’t come and just cover over these things. But you and I 

believe that the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s son comes and washes and cleanses us from 

all sin in our hearts. Not a little.  

 

Somebody said, “I have to have a little to keep humble.” I suppose the more you have the 

more humble you are. [Laughter]. No, I don’t think that’s quite correct. But I’m telling 

you my friends that God has a remedy. And if you say to me, “Well now, if He really 

comes, and He’ll do this as you say, that He’ll lay aside every weight and the sin which 

besets me, and I’ve been beset, beset, beset on every side and upset on every side. And 

why do I have to be that?” You don’t have to be that way. Don’t tell me this morning 

each of you don’t know there isn’t a remedy. Now, you know there’s a remedy. Dr. 

Pepper says so. The Bible says so. There is! The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s son this 

morning can cleanse. The holy spirit of God can destroy everything that’s on ______. 

You say, “What is it that we have to have taken?” Oh, I couldn’t tell you what it is, but 

everything that’s opposed to God has to come out. And then, you know what’ll happen? 

He just loves. He just comes. Now He said, “Be filled with the spirit.” Well, how is he 
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going to be filled with the spirit, if you’re filled with something else. Can’t be done. Can 

not be done.  

 

Now, let us come just a little farther. What else should I do beside abandon, giving up 

and asking Him to take everything out of my heart? Well, I think one of the lovely parts 

of this is that we come to the place where we just abdicate the throne, and let Him come 

in and take over. It’s a lovely thing when He comes in, isn’t it. You know when I was 

studying about this word, abide and dwell, and I’ve been hearing it here since I came here 

too. You know it says that He wants to come and abide in our hearts. And you know what 

He does, that means He feels at home. You know why He doesn’t abide in a lot of 

people’s hearts? Because they don’t make Him feel at home at all. They say, “I’ll keep a 

little of this in there, a little of that in there and a little of the other thing in there and that 

in there.” And He doesn’t want to live like that. But oh, He said, “I want to come and I 

want to abide in your heart.” Isn’t it nice to feel at home.  

A little place where we are now. When we were there going in, Mrs. Pepper said, “I think 

you’d love this little place here. It’s really set up a bedroom but we’ll fix it up like a little 

study and we’ll have it so we could use it as a bedroom. And then when you go in there 

to study, you can sit down and be quiet.” And I go in there I just feel, “Oh, it’s lovely. I 

feel right at home.” Lovely, isn’t it. That’s the way Jesus wants to feel in your heart.  

 

I wonder this morning, I just wonder if He does feel at home? Have we got something 

else in our heart? And He said, “Oh, I’d love to come and fill that person’s heart, but they 

won’t let me. They’ve got something else in there.” So there needs to be that committing 

of ourselves and we had this this morning and last night and we’re looking at Romans 

12:1, “I beseech you therefore brethren.” Oh, I got my dictionary out last night and this 

morning and I looked up the word, beseech again and again. It doesn’t say, “I demand 

you.” I don’t like that. “I implore you.” I just want you so much to open your hearts up. 

He said, “I beseech you therefore.” Oh, I don’t demand that I come. I beseech you, I 

implore you. I plead with you. “I beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God 

that you just come and present yourselves a living sacrifice. I want people that are alive. I 

don’t want these dead sacrifices. I want people I can live in. Will you please let me come 

and live in you?” That’s what it says. “I want you to live in mine. Just want to live in 

your hearts.” Be filled with the spirit. Don’t be drunk, but be filled with the spirit. 

 

Oh, He’s pleading with every heart here this morning that we might be filled, filled, filled 

with His spirit. Somebody’s saying to me, “Well Colonel, how am I to be filled? What 

should I do? What should I do?” Now many times you know in the past we’ve seen 

people come and they pound at the mercy seat as if they can give God the pounding. Now 

there’s all these things, the motions of the body and the enthusiasm and I would say, 

emotionalism. Oh, but anything else is taking place and God’s not too interested in all 

that emotionalism. He likes it some, but what He wants is people who think _____. He 

wants people who want something, who aspire, who are able to acknowledge and who are 

willing to give up and abandon. And then He wants them to come to the place, that lovely 

place where they’ll get off the throne of their own hearts and they’ll open up their hearts 

and let him come in.  
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I’d like you to turn this morning in your Bibles, you know it as well as I do, but I think it 

might not hurt us at all if we turned to it again. And I think you know it very well, the 

11
th

 chapter of the Gospel of Luke. I like to use it as I use it over and over again. And I’m 

looking at the 9
th

 verse of that lovely 11
th

 chapter. Put your finger on it this morning, 

“Ask, and it shall be given you.” The Amplified [Version] says, “Ask, and keep on 

asking. Seek, and keep on seeking. Knock, and keep on knocking.” Though somebody 

says, “Oh, I think that experience of wholeness is wonderful for people, but not for me.” 

Your name is there on the next line. Your name is there. Put your name there. “For 

everyone that asketh,” isn’t that lovely. Put your name there, “Everyone that asketh, 

receiveth and he that seeketh, findeth and him that knocketh, it shall be opened.”  

 

Do you believe it this morning? But you know most of your friends, they were having a 

little trouble. They couldn’t quite understand it and so we came to them and they said, 

“You don’t quite understand.” They didn’t understand. People don’t sometimes. “Now,” 

we said, “If you had a son and if that son would ask you were his father.” And oh, I have 

been so impressed with these lovely families. Did you ever see a more beautiful sight in 

your life than that last night. Those lovely children. Those lovely children. And then to 

cap it off, that lovely crowd of young people. Never tell people you’re poor my friends, 

you’re rich! God love them. Did you wrap them up this morning? Did you? I asked if you 

did the other day. Did you wrap them up this morning? Did you let them run off without 

wrapping them up in prayer? Let’s get back to this. “If you were a father and your son 

would ask for bread, would you give him a stone?” You say, “No, no, no, no, no.” “But if 

he would ask for an egg, or would ask for a fish, would you give him a serpent?” You 

say, “Oh no. No.” He said, “Now, if you would ask for an egg, would you give him a 

scorpion?”  

 

Some of you’ve heard me tell this, but I didn’t know what a scorpion was. See I’ve been 

raised up in the north upon a farm. But I was in New York City and I’d been invited to go 

Camp Owood. There’s an officer here from, that used to be down there. She was at that 

meeting. She didn’t know this happened. But I was at Camp Owood and this friend of 

mine said to me, “Now, listen. You go to Camp Owood but you be very careful.” Oh, he 

gave me a great charge. He said, “Now, listen. Down in that canyon. Down in that 

canyon,” he said, “There are a lot of scorpions.” I said, “What’s a scorpion?” He said, 

“You just be careful.” “Now,” he said, “When you get there at night,” he said, “You hang 

up your clothes. And don’t you put your shoes on the floor, put them up on something.” 

Well, I want to tell you, when that night time came, I hung up my clothes there. I wasn’t 

going to have them sleeping in my underwear. And I wasn’t going to have them sleeping 

in my warm shoes. No sir! [Laughter]. Anybody’s going to handle…..my own clothes, 

nobody else’s. So, there we were.  

 

Next morning, I got up and I shook everything out and everything else and didn’t see 

anything. There three days. Near the end of the day, near the end of that time. Mrs. 

Kerner, Mrs. Pepper and I were sitting in their little cottage and talking. She said, “Just a 

minute.” She said, “It’s all right.” I said, “All right, what?” She saw a scorpion, a little 

scorpion. She took a piece of Kleenex like this. She went down. She bent over and 

destroyed it! Well I said, “My, tell me. I’ve been waiting all this time with the officers. 
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“What is it about that!” “Oh,” she said, “Dear Colonel. Do you know that that is one of 

the worst, that’s the little scorpion, the little gray one.” And she said, “That’s the worst. 

And if that scorpion would bite a little baby, unless you could get that child quickly to 

help, its little life would be done. Well, a little tear came in my eye and I said, “Jesus, 

that’s what you’ve been trying to tell me all this time. Is that what you’ve been trying to 

say to me all this time?”  

 

If he’d asked for bread, would you give him a stone? If he asked for fish, would you give 

him a serpent? If he asked for an egg, would you give him a scorpion? That which would 

take his life. You say, “Oh, no. I wouldn’t! Don’t accuse me of that! Don’t.” Now we 

come to the 13
th

 verse. If we have any parents here this morning and we love our 

children; and we do love them. Don’t we love them? Oh my. We go away on trips and 

they aren’t with us, we go down and get something. Oh, it maybe from the dime store, 

but it’s lovely because we brought it back. Oh yes, I know. Since I’ve been here, I sent to 

my daughter and to her little daughter out there, I sent her a card of this place. I sent the 

little girl a picture of the city pool, because she loves to swim, and it will come from 

Grandfather. Oh yes, we who are parents, how we love to give them things, don’t we?  

 

But He said, “Now, you who are parents, if you know how to give good gifts unto your 

children, how much more would your heavenly father give the Holy Ghost, if you’ll only 

ask Him.” Why have you been so long asking? Tell me why it is. You’ve said, “I’ve so 

long wanted to be filled with His spirit, and I thought I had to…” Oh no, you don’t have 

to do so many things, but you do have to have the temple prepared. Now I want to say to 

you, down through the Army years, we’ve been awfully guilty of just telling people to 

come and present themselves, and they’ve done that. But they’ve never taken anything 

away with them. Never taken the Holy Ghost away with them. We have our YP Council, 

we say, “You come.” They come by the score.” And they go back and they say, “Well, 

what’s wrong. I went back to school, I don’t feel very much different. I don’t look too 

much different.” You know why, because they weren’t filled with the spirit. We better 

stop a minute our friends and say, “Listen, it’s important that you not only come and 

present yourselves, but you get something.” We need to tell our young people that the 

Holy Ghost can come into their hearts. Because if you know the Bible, and you do know 

it, the Bible said when that house was cleansed and wasn’t filled, there were seven more 

devils that came worse than they were before. And that’s what happens.  

 

Time and again, people have come and presented themselves and not received the Holy 

Spirit and they’ve gone back worse than they were before. Oh God, forgive us for that. 

Don’t do it again! Say to them, “My friends, now you’re here, the blood of the lamb has 

cleansed your heart. Now, just say,’Blessed, Holy Spirit, I’m ready now to invite you in, 

ask you to come in and make your lovely abode in my heart, and you know he’ll come.’” 

And he will come. Don’t you believe he will? He’s just waiting to come! And he just 

wants to come into our hearts. 

 

Now I’d like to use the next word, that we need to appropriate this. And this is the 

confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth 

us. And what is His will? It is the will God, even your sanctification. That you be a 
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______ man and a dedicated man. That’s what God’s will is! That’s the appropriation we 

want to make this morning. Could we go just a little farther and say this, if we know that 

he hears us whatsoever we ask, we know, we know that we have the petition we have 

desired of Him. Now listen my friend, we can know we have the experience. I don’t 

mean just before we die. I mean now. The Bible says that, “He will grant unto us that we, 

being delivered out of the hand of our enemy might serve Him without fear, in holiness 

and righteousness before Him, all the days of our life.”
6
 God can help us to be filled with 

the spirit of God so that we will be holy and righteous in the sight of God all the days. 

But I think there needs to come a crisis more when we really present ourselves and 

everybody ask the Holy Ghost to come in and fill us. Now, God does that for people. God 

can do that for you. There’s not one of you here that hasn’t enjoyed that. Don’t you let 

this Bible Conference pass by without claiming God’s gift of the Holy Ghost for you. 

 

You say to me, “Well Colonel, you’ve been around, you’ve seen a few things. Could you 

tell us something about some people that you’ve seen like us?” I’ve seen a few, one or 

two. Lot more than that, hundreds of them. And I was thinking of this, and I must close 

with this. A number of years ago, we sent a couple from the training college. Now let me 

say to you, they were not, we didn’t consider them the most brilliant cadets we’d ever 

had. In fact, I think they were on the rough side, frankly. We said we’re going to send 

you. They went down to Kansas City. They went out to a little place that was called The 

Blue Valley and there at this little Blue Valley store building, this young captain and his 

wife, probationary captain begin their work. They hadn’t been there very long until one 

Wednesday night, just six or seven of them. The captain said, “My dear friends, we ought 

to do something about this. This isn’t enough people. There are so many that ought to 

know our Lord, that ought to enjoy the fullness of God.” He said, “Would you covenant 

with me that you would speak to people and that if somebody comes into the community, 

you would talk to them about God. You would visit them and read the scripture and pray 

with them.” And they sort of nodded their head they would.  

 

But there was one little lady. Her name was Mrs. Carter. And Mrs. Carter came and she 

said, “You know captain, I can pray. I wear my uniform. But I can not read. I’ve never 

had the privileges of studying. I’ve had to work.” He said, “Would you like to learn 

something from the book?” She said, “I’d like to.” Now he said, “You stay by and my 

wife and I will teach you.” And so she would stay by. They would teach her, teach her, 

teach her. To make a long story short, she learned John 3:16 and 17. She could pretty 

well repeat it.  

 

One day in her home, she saw some people move in. And so she waited a day. She put on 

her uniform. She went up to the door, she said, “How do you do. I am Mrs. Carter from 

The Salvation Army and I came to call upon you.” The lady said, “I’m very sorry, we 

couldn’t entertain today. You see, our little boy, he’s been sick ever since I arrived. 

Here’s all of my boxes. Everything is here. I haven’t touched a thing.” Mrs. Carter said, 

“You know, would you think maybe I could hold the baby while you worked a little bit?” 

And that lovely, holy spirit of God came upon her face and she held the baby until noon. 

And then she held the baby until four o’clock. She said, “Now I must go home because 

                                                 
6
 Luke 1:74-75. 
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the mail man is coming with the mail, but could I read a little scripture.” And she had her 

little testament. She didn’t know if it was right side up or wrong side up. No, she didn’t. 

No, she didn’t. And she told her how God loved the world. She said, “How God sent not 

his son to condemn the world, but to save it. Now let me pray with you. Here’s a little 

card. We have a little meeting house on the corner down there. A little old store building. 

Come and meet us.”  

 

When John came home, he said, “Mary, how did you get the, how did you do all these?” 

“Why,” she said, “A little Salvation Army lady came. She was so wonderful. She held 

my baby all day. This is the card.” When they finished their dinner, he picked up the 

card, he said, “I’m going down to find those people.” And he got down there and the 

captain hadn’t lost any of his six or seven. Thank God he had them there. Came time to 

testify. They didn’t get up very fast. Sometimes they don’t get up as fast in Kansas and 

Michigan as they do in some places. And you know if you think they don’t get up, you 

ought to go to St. Pete. I had to tell your cadets to go a little slow. You see, we have 

arthritis, we can’t get up so fast. They’d be, “Up, up, up” like this, those cadets. Oh, we 

were having all the struggles we could do to get up and the bones were cracking 

everywhere. Well, thank God you’re with me for a moment anyway. But you know, he 

got up. John got up. And John said, “I don’t know what this man wants, but I came down 

here to thank somebody. For the little lady that held my little sick baby all day today. 

That’s all I’ve got to say.” And he sat down. And the captain had brought his lovely 

message about Jesus, and His love to save. He came down to the mercy seat. He went 

home and said, “Mary, those people ____ are religious people. They’re religious people.”  

 

The next night, we’d have meetings every night in those days. We didn’t just around 

periodically _____. The next night, there they came. There they came and by that time, I 

didn’t know that until later, but by that time, the mother, her mother had arrived. And so 

John said, “Now, we’ll go, all of us. You’re going to go and the baby is going to go. And 

we’re all going to the meeting. The mother-in-law said, “You’re not going to take that 

child out of here.” “Now,” he said, “Mother, we’re not only going to take the child, we’re 

taking you. You’re going to come too. You’ve got to hear this! You’ve got to hear it!” 

And you know, they took the sick baby and they took the mother-in-law and the whole 

outfit. And you know what happened? That night, Mary got saved and the mother-in-law 

got saved.  

 

Well, some months passed by and this lovely captain called or sent me a word, he said, 

“Would you like to come down? You’re my training college officer. I’ve got a few 

people around me. Would you like to come down for a week-end?” And I went down 

there. And you know, he couldn’t use the little hall. He’d got so many people he couldn’t 

use the little hall. So he had something built on the back. I believe it was an awful 

looking thing. But he added out there. Yes, it was! But you know, it became beautiful 

because it became filled with people. And on a Sunday morning, after I had delivered a 

very brief message and I gave the call, those who’d like to be what God wanted them to 

be. I can understand what Jesus felt like when he saw that crowd coming out of that room 

that walked them out to the well. I closed my eyes to pray after I gave the invitation, and 
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here ruffling and I looked and there were some sixty people kneeling at the altar. I 

couldn’t say anything else. I cried. I wept. They were so hungry for God.  

 

Well, time went on and I said to that captain, “I’m just thrilled with what I see.” He said, 

“Let me tell you something. You know that little woman that can’t read or write, she 

brought 30 of these people to be my local officers. She brought them all.” Oh, I don’t 

know whether you were with us, Dr. Logan or not, but I was with Dr. Taylor and some 

other folks, we were having a holiness affair down there in Kansas. And on Saturday, 

they said, “Now we’ll finish up on Sunday.” And they said, “Colonel Pepper, would you 

like to go out to Blue Valley?” And I said, “I’d like to go.” And I went to Blue Valley 

and I didn’t find a little store building. I think it might have been popular in your day, 

Commissioner ____, I don’t know. But, I didn’t find that. I found a beautiful building. 

Oh, it was a beautiful place. I said, “Can you tell me?” I knew Mrs. Carter had gone on to 

be with the Lord, but I said, “Can you tell me? Is John and Mary are here?” “Oh,” they 

said, “They’re here. They’re here.” They took me down to the front. There was a palsey 

man sitting, a palsey man. God love him. And I said, “Are you John?” He said, “I’m 

John.” I said, “Are you Mary?” She said, “I’m Mary.” “Tell me. Tell me,” I said, “This 

about Mrs. Carter, was it true what I’d heard about. Did she bring 30 people to the 

Army?” And she looked up at me, and she said, “30. 30 dear Colonel?” She said, “It must 

have been 60.” She said, “All of my brothers got saved. All my sisters got saved. All of 

my children got saved.”  

 

I was telling this, and a lovely captain stood up and said, “I want to tell you something. I 

conducted the funeral of Mrs. Carter.” And he said that that beautiful building, that 

beautiful new etifice, it was just filled with people, way out into the streets, they couldn’t 

get in. The little woman that couldn’t read and couldn’t write, but she had the spirit of 

Jesus in her heart. I bow my head in shame and say, “Dear Jesus, give me that kind of a 

spirit. Give me that kind of a spirit.”  

 

Could we sing prayerfully this morning, With Thy Spirit, Fill Me. We’ll stand as we sing 

it as we close our meeting this morning. Make it a prayer for your own heart. All 

together, With Thy Spirit. 

 

With Thy spirit, fill me, 

With Thy spirit, fill me, 

Make me holy Thine, I pray, 

With Thy spirit, fill me.  

 

I think as we stand in the presence of God this morning, I trust that there’s nothing more 

in the world we want, than that. We absolutely aspire to be filled with God’s spirit. We’re 

willing this morning to acknowledge we need to be filled with God’s spirit. God. We’re 

willing to lay aside everything that’s opposed to God and to commit ourselves to Him to 

be infilled by the Holy Ghost! And so we look up and say, “With Thy spirit, fill me this 

morning.” Just where I am, I believe he’ll do it. Sing it together.        

 

With Thy spirit, fill me, 
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With Thy spirit, fill me, 

Make me holy Thine, I pray, 

With Thy spirit, fill me.  

 

I sort of feel I’d like to finish with a little chorus that we’ve been singing, Oh, To Be Like 

Thee. “Oh to be like Thee, blessed redeemer. Pure as Thou art, Come in Thy sweetness,” 

Isn’t it lovely. “Come in Thy sweetness.” And then we’re talking about being filled, 

“Come in Thy fullness, Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart.” It’s our closing 

prayer as we sing it. 

 

Oh, to be like Thee. Oh, to be like Thee, 

Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art; 

Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness, 

Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart. 

 

Now dear Jesus, we pray this with thanksgiving, in Thy precious name. And all the 

friends said, “Amen.” God bless you. 

 

Cut to congregational singing of Sidney Cox choruses. 

 

Out from His wounded side, 

Out from His wounded side, 

Rivers of mercy are flowing, 

Out from His wounded side.  

 

COLONEL HARRY WARD, PRESIDING: 

Now for the benefit of those of you who were not here this morning, these choruses 

which we’re going to sing are all found in your chorus section of your songbook, all 

written by our revered friend, Sid Cox. 

 

Swing wide the door of your heart to the King of kings, 

Bid Him welcome, for wonderful peace He brings, 

He will shelter you under His outstretched wings, 

Swing wide the door of your heart to the King of kings. 

 

Number 87. Number 87. Key of F.  

 

All there is of me, Lord, 

All there is of me. 

Time and talent day by day, 

All I bring to Thee. 

 

All there is of me, Lord, 

All there is of me. 

On Thine altar, here I lay, 

All there is of me. 
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