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THE SERMONS, LECTURES, AND SONGS OF
SIDNEY EDWARD COX
Psalm 29
The Psalm of the Thunderstorm
Version 2
(Audio is poor, but audible)
Editorial Note: It is my belief that this series on Psalms was recorded while Sidney and Violet
Cox resided in retirement at The Eventide residence in Detroit, Michigan. This was during the
period 1962 through 1972. Sidney Cox was 75 years of age in 1962.
At various points in the recordings, he states that he is meeting with this group weekly to lead this
series; however, when listening to the recordings, there does not seem to be a live congregation. At
another spot in the series, he explains that he has also been taping these messages for further
distribution.
During this period in his life, Sidney Cox often preached and taught in various churches around
the Detroit area, but for a variety or reasons, including the declining health of his beloved wife,
Violet, he was increasingly unable to travel extensively. As a result, he began to experiment with
tape-recording his messages and lessons in order to send them to interested groups.
Thus, it is impossible to know if he delivered this series in person to a church group, or whether
he recorded the series for them to listen to in their Sunday School or other meetings. It was likely
both.
The order in which he presented the weekly series was: Psalm 24, Psalm 40, Psalm 46, Psalm 91
and Psalm 117. In addition, there are two recordings made in two different settings of Psalm 29,
which do not seem to be part of the formal series.
The audio quality of these recordings varies a great deal. Some are quite good while others are
poor.
J. Douglas Cox, grandson of Sidney Cox. July 30, 2010.
I would like to thank you, first of all, as we meet together in our home Bible class. How very nice it is
to see you and how sincerely we are hoping that God will give you real blessing. In a few moments we
shall be studying together Psalm 29. And perhaps you would like to turn to it in your Bible right now.
By the way, while you're doing that you be sure you make yourself comfortable now. Because for the
next twenty minutes or so, we shall be talking together about Psalm 29. Now, before we do that, let's
just stop and have a word of prayer together.
(Prayer)
Our Father, we pray for Thy blessing upon us as we are looking to Thee in faith for thy grace and
understanding, for the Word of God that lies before us. We pray that the Holy Spirit Himself may be
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our teacher and that we may consciously yield ourselves to His control for the next few minutes, that
the spirit of God may be able to bring to us that which God intends us to hear in this simple, little home
Bible class. And so, for Thy blessing upon us we pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Now, in a few moments we shall read together Psalm 29. But before we do that, let me introduce the
thought that many of our psalms contain a physical happening - something that is happening physically.
And it is the background, the thing that is in the mind of the writer and perhaps in his eyes as he is
writing the psalm. And whenever we can detect this, it helps us in our understanding of the words and
the thoughts that are expressed in the psalm.
For instance, we do not have to wonder what David was thinking about when he wrote the 23rd Psalm.
The picture of it is so clearly before our minds - the hillsides, and the shepherds, and the sheep, and the
still waters, and the green pastures. It's all so clear before us.
When David wrote the 24th Psalm and he said, “Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye
everlasting doors,”1 he's not using merely a nice prophetic phrase, not at all. He's actually describing
some particular gate and some particular wall. And he is thinking particularly of the return of the Arc
of the Covenant to Jerusalem after it had been captured by the Philistines 22 or 23 years before, and had
been in the house of Abinadab and is now being brought to its resting place in the capital city of
Jerusalem.2
When we hear in the 8th Psalm, “O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all the earth,”3 we
know what David is thinking about. Because there came a moment when he discovered just how
excellent that name was. Here is David speaking of an incident that happened in his life. One day he
faced a giant, nine feet six tall. And when he faced this tremendous person, he said to him, “You come
to me with a sword and a spear, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts.”4 And David
learned on that occasion how great was the name of the Lord of hosts. No wonder he wrote the psalm
that begins and ends with the words, “O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all the earth.”
And so you can go on and on and on.
But here we have a psalm that lies before us, number 29. A beautiful, short psalm. Not one of those
that we turn to frequently, perhaps occasionally. But I'm wondering as we read it, if you will listen
carefully and see if you can see or hear in the midst of it a physical happening. Something that is taking
place that is physical. And this physical happening is used as the illustration for the spiritual truth that
is in the midst of the psalm.
And now, my dear, have you got your place in your Bible? That's good. Now, let's turn please, and
we'll read together Psalm 29. You will notice that it's just a short psalm. Eleven verses, and this is what
it says.
1 Psalm 24:7
2 Abinadab was a man at whose house on a hill in Kiriath-jearim the Ark of the Covenant was lodged after its return to
Israel by the Phillistines. It remained there for 20 years until David brought it first to the house of Obededom and later
into Jerusalem itself.
3 Psalm 8:1
4 I Samuel 17:45
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“Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give unto the Lord glory and strength. Give unto the Lord the glory
due His name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the
God of glory thundereth; the Lord is upon many waters. The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of
the Lord is full of majesty. The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars
of Lebanon. He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn. The
voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire. The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness; the Lord
shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth the
forests: and in his temple doth every one speak of His glory. The Lord sitteth upon the flood; yea, the
Lord sitteth King forever. The Lord will give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless His people
with strength.”
Now, I'm quite sure that as we read that together, that you noticed that there was a phrase repeated
seven times - the voice of the Lord, the voice of the Lord. And quite frequently you find that that is
associated with some physical happening. For instance, the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind.
Here was a physical happening. But out of the midst of it there came the sound that was unmistakably
the voice of the Lord to Job. Now, you will find that over and over and over again.
Here we have a psalm in which there is a deep spiritual message that is being described for us by a
physical happening, but in the midst of it all we can hear the voice of God. And the voice of God is so
important that it is mentioned seven times - the voice of the Lord, the voice of the Lord, the voice of the
Lord. God has something to say to us. And sometimes the sound of his voice comes to us through
some physical happening. Now, my dear, let's see if we can put the background of this psalm behind it
and get something of the thought that was in the mind of the writer.
This psalm, as some of you may have noticed if you have your Scoffield Bibles, is described as, the
Psalm of the Thunderstorm. And when I suggested that as we read you would see if you could discover
a physical happening, I was hoping that you could hear in it the sound of a thunderstorm. Because that
is something that is so very clear. It begins, it ends, it moves from one end of Palestine to the other. It
does a destructive work, both in the north and elsewhere. And here is a thunderstorm. Now, my dear,
you know quite well that a thunderstorm has a beginning and that it moves somewhere, and then it
moves somewhere else. And perhaps gathers unto itself thunder and lightning as it moves. And there
are difficulties - rain, floods. And it moves from one place to another. Now, here we have a picture of a
thunderstorm.
Did you notice where the storm began? Now, let's look please and take a look at verse three. Have you
got it? Verse three, here's what it says. “ The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; (Now, notice) the
God of glory thundereth.” Now, in the water a thunderstorm is beginning and you can hear the sound of
the disturbance in the sky. The storm thundereth. And in the center of it, there is the voice of God.
God has got something to say by means of a thunderstorm. Now, when you talk about waters, and as
you notice there, many waters, what water are you thinking about? What sea are we thinking about
where the storm begins? In the land of Palestine, we know the outline of it. That it's a 120 miles in
length, but there's a great body of water that washes its shores and if you will turn to your old maps,
particularly, you will find that it is spoken of as the Great Sea. Of course, we refer to it now, in these
days, as the Mediterranean Sea.
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And here is a storm beginning some distance from Palestine, but out there in the waters of the
Mediterranean Sea. Now, my dear, let's watch and see how it moves. This storm, beginning in the sea,
moves toward the coast of Palestine. Now, we can tell where it strikes in because we are told that one
of the places where destruction was wrought is the place of Lebanon. Now, the moment that we say
that, we know where Lebanon is located, not only was, but still is. In the northern section of Palestine,
that place where the great cedars of Lebanon grow. One of these magnificent features of the
fruitfulness of Palestine is that area where the cedars grow. Now, that's in the north, so you can see the
storm breaking in, in the northern section of Palestine. And as it does, it goes with such fury that even
the great cedars of Lebanon are broken down and smashed up into small pieces, so that God tells us that
under the impulse of the storm they are tossed around as if they are no weight whatever. They skip like
a calf, is the poetical phrase that's used. You can see these great pieces of wood, sections of trees being
tossed around here and there.
Now, my dear, seeing that this is the class in which we can do as we please, I've been watching the tape
and I'm noticing that the one side of it is running out. And so, for just a moment, I'm going to turn the
tape and in the meantime you just make yourself comfortable again. Take a deep breath and make
yourself comfortable and for a minute or two you can even talk to your next door neighbor. And if you
don't know your next door neighbor, you'll find she's just as nice as you are. Just a minute and we'll
turn the tape.
….when we stopped to turn the tape. We were talking about the storm striking in at the cedars of
Lebanon, and the damage that it did there. Now, you will notice this, that after this devastating thing
that happened in the area of the cedars, it seems this storm turned south. And as it does, it gathers into
itself thunder and lightning and water. And here's the storm moving southward. Now, it goes down
through the area and the length of Palestine until it comes to the southern section of it. Now, we know
that because the name of the location that is given there is Kadesh. The storm strikes in at Kadesh.
Now, dear, Kadesh is the most southerly point in the land of Palestine.
You will remember that when the children of Israel left Egypt many, many years before and traveled
through the wilderness, that they came to Kadesh-Barnea. And there, because of disobedience and
refusal to go in to the land of Palestine, God turned them back and shut them up in the wilderness for
forty years. Now, here is this place. It has moved from the far north in Lebanon down to the far south
in Kadesh.
And here in this wilderness section, the fury of the storm expends itself. The storm seems to move
beyond Kadesh out into the wilderness and there spends itself. You lose the sound of the thunder and
the storm, and all that is left behind is the memory of a storm that arose out in the Great Sea, struck in
at the northern part of Palestine, moved down through there gathering to itself thunder and lightning,
expended its final fury in the area of Kadesh, and then moved out and is forgotten out in the wilderness
section that lies beyond. Now, there's the physical background of this psalm.
But through it all, there is one thing we do not forget and that is, that all the way through the psalmist is
evidently anxious for us to detect that God is saying something - the voice of the Lord, the voice of the
Lord, the voice of the Lord, the voice of the Lord. Did you notice certain other things that were just
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incidental things that give us some idea of the fury of the storm? That as it moves southward, it moves
through the area where the cattle would be living and grazing. And it was such that the pregnant
animals in these herds of cattle, in the fury of the storm and the fear that accompanied it, lost their
young prematurely. “He maketh the hinds to calve.” It's all a part of the description of the fury of the
storm.
Now, dear, just for a minute or two, let's ask ourselves this question: Why would a psalmist spend that
much time just describing a storm, and why would the Holy Spirit put that psalm in the book of God
and make it a part of the Bible? Surely, there must be a reason, and there is. And the reason, I think,
lies quite close to the surface. And I'm hoping that each one of us can see it. Not only see it, but
understand it. Let me make this remark and you will understand this, I know. Life, my dear, is made
up of one storm after another. Now, that's so in your life. I don't know you intimately, but I know
enough about your life for that. That it has been made up of one storm after another. And the reason I
know it is this, that's the story of my life too. It has been one storm after another. Now, not only do you
know it, and not only do I know it, but God knows it too. He knows that life is one storm after another.
The book of God just encourages us over and over again to turn to Him, a refuge in the time of storm.
Now, dear, here is God pointing out what life is like and saying to us, no matter how the storm may
rage, no matter what seeming destruction it may bring, no matter how it may move, God is saying
something to us through the voice of the storm. And He says something to us that is exactly opposite to
the voice of the storm.
A storm on one side. What would be the opposite voice to that? What was the opposite to the noise of
the storm on the Lake of Galilee when our Lord stilled the storm and instead of a great storm there was
a great calm? Now, our word for calm is, peace. And not only that, dear, but that's God's word too.
Peace in the midst of the storm. And he wants us to know that in the midst of the storms of life, that he
can bring to us that which only God can give, the peace of God that passeth all understanding. Now,
that's not only an old teacher talking to you, let's read those last verses. When you get to end of a
psalm, you find out what it's all about. “The Lord sitteth upon the flood” - Verse 10, that's true. He's
controlling it. He sitteth there as King. The King has something to say, something to do with this
storm.
What does he say? And the last verse gives it to us. We'd better listen with our hearts as well as our
ears. “The Lord will give strength unto his people; the Lord will bless His people with peace.” And in
the midst of the storms of life, your life, your storms, there is someone who not only controls the storms
but speaks peace to our hearts. Now, we've not only heard the voice of a storm, and a voice of an old
psalmist of years ago, but if we stop long enough we can hear somebody talking to us this morning and
saying, “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth give I unto you.”5
Now, you know who it was that said that.
And here in these days in which we live, God still speaks. But he speaks to us as the first verse of the
first chapter of Hebrews tells us, He speaks to us in these days through his Son. And maybe the Son of
God has been listening and talking to you, my dear, and saying, “If you'll trust me, if you'll just let me
do what I want with your life, I shall not stop the storms from coming, but I'll still the storm when it
5 John 14:27

E:\Sidney Cox Library Project\Subject Folders\Psalms\Psalm 29. The Psalm of the Thunderstorm.
Version 2..doc

6
does come and I'll see to it that it brings you blessing. And in the midst of it I'll give you my peace.”
And so we've been talking together about Psalm 29. And I want to tell you, how nice it has been to be
with you. And I hope you'll carry your Bible home and perhaps mark at the head of the chapter, “The
Psalm of the Thunderstorm”.
Prayer:
Our Father, we pray for Thy blessing upon us as we close our class. How grateful we are for these few
moments that we have been able to spend in Thy presence and with the light of the Word shining upon
our faces, and leaving its sound, its beautiful sound, within our hearts. And so for Thy blessing upon
these dear ones we pray. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.
Now, that's the end of our class for today. And I hope you'll be with us when we meet again at some
future time, next week possibly. And when we do, bring somebody with you who is as nice as you are.
Okay? Goodbye and God bless you.
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